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Repentance and 
revelation: An 
environmental 
confession 
informed by 10 
Commandments 

 

   Our tradition teaches that the 
Day of Atonement is not the 
only day to atone. The need to 
atone is constant. 
   In this month in which our 
Torah readings include the 
plagues upon Egypt, the parting 
of the sea, and the Ten 
Commandments, we are 
reminded that the same Creator 
who suspends the rules of 
nature on Israelôs behalf calls 
on us to keep a sacred covenant 
for all time.  
   Ashamanu, we confess O God 
and God of our ancestors, that 
our lack of environmental 
responsibility is among our 
most serious sins. How can we 
proudly count the Ten 
Commandments among our 
greatest gifts to civilization 
while contradicting each one  
by how we mistreat the world 
you gave us to protect? 
Environmental failure returns 
redemption from Egypt with the 
ingratitude of greed. It is a form 
of idolatry, for it misdirects 
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Orders for chopped liver due 

by 5 p.m. Feb. 4; email  

lexjewishfoodfestival@ 

gmail.com 

Religious School collecting plastic lids  

to recycle into garden bench. Story, page 4 

Religious School director stepping down at 

end of year; search for successor underway. 
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February might be a short month, but itõs a 

busy one at TAI; thereõs a òLove Shabbató 

and more. Page 6 

 

Senior and visually impaired congregrants 

can get free rides to/from temple events 

through ITN Bluegrass. Page 5 

 

The garden crew is getting ready for a new  

growing season and welcomes volunteers. 
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Thereõs much to talk 

about, and chances 

to do so are coming up 
    

Fellow Congregants, 
   For the past few months, I, along with TAI Treasurer 
Debbie Masters,  Financial Resources and Development 
Committee Chair Ben Baker and FRDC members, have 
been analyzing the templeôs financial position in 
preparation for our fiscal year 2021 budgeting process  
and communication with the congregation. 
   Over the next few months, you will be given 
opportunities at parlor meetings in congregantsô homes to 
look at all of the financial data we have been analyzing.  
We believe, after looking at these data, you will conclude 
the following: 
1. Because of lean budgeting and much generosity by 
current and former congregants, the Temple is 
currently in a financially sound position. 

2. Because of annual income from our endowment,  

the Temple is likely to be in a financially sound 
position for the next several years. 

3. Because of demographic shifts in religious affiliation, 
including Reform Judaism, our financial future after 
that is not secure. 

4. Your generosity through increased annual membership 
contributions will make a great impact on our 
congregational life today and in the future. 

   But please, donôt take my word for it! We are Jews, after 
all, and we make up our own minds. In the next month, you 
will receive a packet containing congregantsô testimonials, 
dates of parlor meetings, and a big-picture overview of our 
financial situation. Please read the information and consider 
attending one of the parlor meetings, even if you donôt 
agree with my characterization of our situation.  
   Finally, please know that your Board of Trustees has 
insisted that, in communicating about our financial future, 
we make it clear that our members are treasured, regardless 
of what they are able to give; that all gifts ð community 
mitzvot, time, prayers, kind words ð are appreciated; and 
that Temple Adath Israel remains an institution that values 
Jewish life writ large over the financial bottom line. 
   I hope to see you at one of our parlor meetings and at  
one of our two Town Hall Meetings on Sunday, Feb. 2  
(10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.), during which we will discuss 
potential improvements to our building and life as a 
congregation.  

With appreciation, 
Deb 

 
P.S.: If you would like to assist the FRDC in its efforts 
to build a strong financial future, please contact Ben Baker 
at ben@sadjava.com.  
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our ultimate loyalty to undeserving 
entities. It undermines the Sabbath by 
continuing to misuse creation while 
singing praises of the Creator. It 
compromises the commandment to 
honor mother and father, because 
they raised us to appreciate nature, 
taught us to respect it and expect us to 
preserve it. We cannot fully revere 
them if we chose not to remember 
what they taught us. Even in the 
absence of malice, our environmental 
failure is a kind of killing. It is a 
variant of manslaughter, negligent and 
reckless; it shortens and endangers 
lives that we ought to protect. It is  
akin to adultery, for it represents a 
broken vow and betrayal of trust.  
It is a form of theft, for it deprives 
others of what is rightfully theirs.  
It is a form of bearing false witness,  
for it requires obscuring the truth to the 
detriment of our neighbors. It is a form 

of coveting because it exemplifies 
ruminating on gain instead of 
scrutinizing our desires. Full of regret 
and remorse we confess this tenfold 
sin. 
    Confessing sin, however, is no  
more and no less than a beginning. 
Addressing sin is a far more 
demanding undertaking, requiring a 
change of behavior. Confessing a sin 
takes seconds. Addressing repeated 
and severe sin takes a lifetime. 
Confessing a sin is to acknowledge 
wrongdoing. Addressing a sin means 
acting on that acknowledgement. 
Like racism, sexism, homophobia, 
greed, apathy, complicity and 
complacency in the face of poverty, 
violence and oppression, addressing 
our moral failure on the environment  
is more than a question of tikkun  
olam, repairing the world. It is an 
obligation arising from teshuvah, the 
work of repentance. Tikun olam is 
grounded in the responsibility to do 
what is right. Teshuvah is rooted in the 

responsibility of righting what is 
wrong.  
   Environmental repentance requires 
more than confessing the manifold 
abuses caused by pollution; it calls us 
to confront them. May this month, 
filled with powerful Torah passages 
about what we, the created, owe the 
Creator, make us more mindful of  
our duty to protect and preserve the 
planet entrusted to our care. Please  
call your city council member, state 
representative and state senator to 
encourage them to support proposed 
legislation to ban plastic bags from our 
city and state. For more environmental 
actions you can take, go to the websites 
for the Sunrise Movement 
(Sunrisemovement.org), the Coalition 
on the Environment and Jewish Life 
(Coejl.org), the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism (Rac.org,) 
Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light 
(Kentuckyipl.org), and the Bluegrass 
Group of the Sierra Club 
(Sierraclub.org/Kentucky/bluegrass).  

RABBI 
Continued from Page 1 
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Friday, Feb. 28  
 

Tot Shabbat, 5:30 p.m.  
Dinner at 6      

Family Service at 7  
 

For dinner, please RSVP to the Temple office  
(269-2979 or laura@lextai.org)   

    
   It is time to register for the 2020-21 school year.  
Our classes, pricing and hours are as follows: 
   Hours: 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
   TAI Toddlers (starting at 18 months): $215 a 
month, Mon. and Wed. 
   2-Year-Olds: $215 a month, Tue. and Thu. 
   3-Year-Olds: $265 a month, Mon., Wed. and Fri.; 
$325 a month, Mon.-Fri. 
   4-Year-Olds/Young 5s: $325 a month, Mon.-Fri. 
   On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, based on  
demand, we will offer Extended Day from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m ($20 a day) or Lunch Bunch from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. ($12 a day). 
Please contact me at (859) 509-4599 if you have any 
questions or you would like to register your child. 

   December and January were fun-filled months at Religious 
School. We had a wonderful visit from Ava Gadon, our  
Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) fellow, who was  
eager to help and socialize with Temple members at the  
December Tot Shabbat, Family Service and Religious 
School. It is always great to get to know our fellow and to 
hear the ideas they bring to us from all over the South. Also 
in December, at the Hanukkah carnival sponsored by the  
Social Action Committee, families enjoyed latkes, games, a 
giant dreidel pi¶ata and more!    
   After winter break, students were reunited and began  
collecting plastic bottle caps and lids for our Caps to Benches 
project (more information on Page 4). On Jan. 19, the  
Religious School convened on MLK weekend and had a very 
meaningful session with MLK-inspired curriculum created 
by ISJL. That morning, students also made sandwiches for 
the Catholic Action Centerôs Sandwich Ministry, viewed a 
moving video inspired by Martin Luther King Jr.ôs ñI Have a 
Dreamò speech, and listened to Rabbi Wirtschafterôs moving 
words. 
   February will kick off with a joint TAI/OZS Religious 
School ñHavdallah Glow Partyò on Saturday, Feb. 1, at 6:30 
p.m.  We will say goodbye to Shabbat with a fun-filled  
evening that will include Havdallah, music, crafts, Fazoliôs 
and a sundae bar.  Februaryôs monthly Tot Shabbat and  
Family Service will be on the 28th. The third-grade class and 
Junior Choir will be participating. Tot Shabbat starts at 5:30 
p.m., followed by dinner at 6 and services at 7. Please RSVP 
on Facebook or to kristen@lextai.org.  There will be no  
Religious School on Feb. 16 in observance of Presidents 
Day.  
   Thank you so much for all of your support!  Please feel free 
to get in touch regarding any Religious School questions or 
feedback.   
 

FROM THE  
RELIGIOUS  
SCHOOL  
 
Kristen Hoffman, 
Director 

FROM TAI 
PRESCHOOL 
 
  Katherine Henry,  
  Director 

Dinosaur down! After returning from winter break, students at 

TAI Preschool had some fun during Dinosaur Week. 


