
A renewed 
emphasis 
on worship 
and study 

   The climactic portions of Exodus  
in our annual Torah reading cycle are 
a good opportunity to follow up on  
a request the Music and Worship 
Committee and I are making of the 
entire congregation to attend Shabbat 
evening services and Saturday 
morning study sessions more often. 
The story of liberation and 
commandment to keep Shabbat are 
powerful reminders of the importance 
Judaism places on this holy day that 
happens every week. Torah teaches  
us about the day of rest even before 
humanity is instructed not to 
physically harm one another, not  
to steal, not to deceive. Our sacred 
texts do not wait until entering into 
the Promised Land to start talking 
about Shabbat. 

David 
Wirtscha er 

FROM THE  
RABBI’S STUDY 

 

SERVICES IN-PERSON, ONLINE 
Temple Adath  
Israel Bulletin 

 Mid-January/February 2024                               Shevat/Adar 5784 

Need a pastrami fix? 

Our pop-deli returns 
Sunday, March 10 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 

 

Mersack & Stern Social Hall 
 

We’ll be taking advance orders  
for chopped liver, too. Look for an email 
when the online ordering site goes live. 

6:30 p.m.  
Wednesday,  

Feb. 7  

Details on Page 3 

See RABBI, Page 8 
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   Happy 2024!   
    This is an exciting time 
to be a congregant at 
Temple Adath Israel. Like 
some of you, I used to 
think of TAI as a static 
entity where little 
changed. I was wrong.  
TAI is a living, breathing 
body where change is 
constantly occurring. 
   In the past two-plus 
months, we’ve seen valued 
TAI leaders depart and  
new leadership come 
in. Longtime musician- 
in-residence Lorne 

Dechtenberg left us to take an exciting position in 
California, and Laura Creamer, our beloved administrator, 
retired to pursue new adventures. Nick Fain, congregant, 
former board member and current Brotherhood president, 
left the corporate world to join TAI as executive director. 
As a result, Debbie Masters, Nick’s spouse, had to resign 
as secretary of the temple Board of Directors. That 
opened the door for Kristen Hoffman, a former Religious 
School director and TAI’s former director of marketing 
and development, to join our leadership team as board 
secretary. While change can be unsettling, it also is 
exciting and creates new opportunities.   
   In addition to personnel changes, there are so many 
other things happening here. Over the last several  
months, we have had many new families choose TAI  
as their spiritual home (see the profile of one of them 
below). These new families come with fresh ideas and  
a desire to be part of a vibrant congregation. Thanks to 
Sisterhood and members of our congregation, we are 

restarting weekly onegs. Onegs are a great opportunity to 
mingle with your fellow congregants and solve the 
world’s problems, talk sports or hear the latest gossip.  
If you’d like to sponsor an oneg, either by providing the 
refreshments or covering the cost, let Nick know and he 
can connect you with Sisterhood to find a date that works 
for you. In the near future, you are going to see new social 
and adult education events, in addition to other cool 
things at TAI.   
   I hope you find TAI to be accessible.  In the Jan. 5 
Shabbat Shalom email, guest commentator Rabbi Hilly 
Haber stated the following: “Inherent in God’s name, in 
God’s world order, is a statement about human life, a 
theological anthropology rooted in the sacred dignity of 
every human being.” 
   The last part of this sentence, “the sacred dignity of 
every human being,” has stuck with me. As relates to 
TAI, it means that I need to acknowledge and recognize 
that: 
   ■ every congregant has value; 
   ■ every congregant deserves to be treated as worthy; 
and  
   ■ every congregant should be given the respect and 
dignity they deserve as human beings and as members  
of our congregation.   
   I like to think I have treated all of our TAI family that 
way during my presidency, but I know it might not be the 
case. For those who feel TAI is not welcoming, that TAI 
has not treated them as worthy or with the respect they 
deserve, please talk to me, any member of TAI’s 
Executive Committee, Nick or Rabbi Wirtschafter so  
we can address your concerns. This is also an area that 
our friends in TAI’s Keilim workgroup are focusing on, 
making sure TAI is a safe, warm and inviting place  
for all of our congregants.   
   I hope you have a great 2024! 

The winds of change hold promise  
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT’S  
DESK 

Rich 
Ornstein 

The Moores 
 

   The Moore family is excited to join Temple Adath 
Israel. Our 6-year-old son, Remy, has attended Camp 
Shalom each of the past two summers, and our family 
has loved taking part in the family get-togethers hosted 
at TAI.  
   In 2020 we moved to Lexington, where Adam and 
Andrea run their own businesses. Andrea specializes in 
guiding people through healing physical and emotional 
pain, and is the host of the “Unweaving Chronic Pain” 
podcast. Adam is a health and fitness coach and is 
running to represent Kentucky's 45th District in the 
Kentucky House of Representatives. 
   We are looking forward to getting to know the TAI 
community better! 

Meet our new members 
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   Religious School is back after a relaxing winter break 
that capped a great first semester that ended with a 
Hanukkah Carnival, courtesy of the Social Action 
Committee. During that time, our students did a wonderful 
job of collecting coats, hats, gloves, bottled water and 
snacks for the Compassionate Caravan, an initiative of the 
Catholic Action Center, in keeping with our theme this 
year of helping the homeless. 
   After classes resumed in January, we observed Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day with a day on rather than a day off. 
We were fortunate to have Pastor Shea Brown of Pleasant 

Valley Baptist Church in Lancaster speak with our classes. 
Students also made peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for 
distribution by the Social Action Committee to 
Lexington’s food-insecure population. Later this month 
our classes will mark Tu B’shevat with activities to 
celebrate the Birthday of the Trees. 
   Our Family Shabbat services will continue this year, 
starting Jan. 19. In December, our fifth/sixth-grade class 
took its turn hosting and leading us in prayer. This class, 
taught by Dan Isenstein, Dianne Bazell and Alex Bellocq, 
has been exploring Jewish musicians – Bob Dylan, Adam 
Sandler and Lenny Kravitz, to name a few – and how their 
music relates to current events. January’s service will 
spotlight our fourth-grade class, taught by Jordan Brennan. 
These busy elementary school kids have been focusing on 
different prayers in the service and learning about the 
prophets. I’m very proud of both classes for leading with 
confidence! 
   As we inch closer to spring, we’re excited to get back 
into the garden, and we’re looking forward to lots of 
Purim excitement and other classroom fun! 

FROM THE  
RELIGIOUS  
SCHOOL  
 
Elissa Weinstein, 
Director 

FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
 
 

Nick Fain 

   Hello, Temple Adath Israel Community! 
   I’m excited to help lead our community forward  
in this new role as TAI executive director. I’ve been 
lucky to have Laura Creamer showing me the ropes 
and look forward to continuing her work here.  
   I’ve always loved being part of the TAI community. 
Whether it was as Brotherhood president, Security 
and Safety Committee chair, or as a TAI kitchen rat, 
this always felt like my second home. My family has 
felt welcomed by the warmth of this community, and 
we are committed to making sure it endures.  
   This is why I was so excited about pursuing this 
opportunity. We are at a unique crossroads and have  
an opportunity to craft a vision of TAI’s future. We 
also have a responsibility to execute this vision to 
create the results we want. So where do we start? 
   In the coming months we will be seeking feedback  
on your vision for the temple. Through surveys and 
focus groups, we want your input about what we  
should be working toward and how we can do the  
work together.  
   In our end-of-year appeal, we highlighted what  
we believe is a core theme of our community: 
“Stronger Together.” This sentiment will help  
inform my work and decisions every day. Together, 
we can create and maintain a community that we 
value and are proud of.  

Challah Prince takes braided bread  
to the next level ─ and beyond 
 
   Idan Chabasov, the self-
proclaimed Challah Prince, 
will bring his elaborate 
braiding artistry, right, to 
Lexington on Wednesday, 
Feb. 7. During the 
interactive event, starting at 
6:30 p.m. in the Mersack & 
Stern Social Hall at Temple 
Adath Israel, Chabasov will 
talk about and demonstrate 
his challah-making skills. 
Additionally, attendees will 
get to braid their own challahs (dough will be provided) 
that can be taken home to bake.  
    “I aspire to spread challah to every person across the 
globe,” Chabasov, a native of Tel Aviv, writes on his 
LinkedIn page. “What started as a small Instagram account 
soon became an ever-growing community of art, creativity, 
positivity, and deliciousness. … My mission is to bring art 
into the baking world and demonstrate the beauty of every 
piece” of challah. 
   Chabasov, who has a background in professional 
dancing, video production, animation, art, and public 
relations in the lifestyle industry, says making challah “is 
not just about mixing a few ingredients into a bowl. It’s a 
therapeutic process one goes through without even 
realizing it: one has to learn to enjoy the process and to be 
in the moment, even if the results are not as expected. My 
vision is simple ─ to follow the challah braid wherever it 
leads.” 
   Space for this event is limited, and registration is 
required. To register, go to Bit.ly/challah2024. 



Page 4 

 

Volume 91, Issue 3 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Shalom Sisters! Are you a member of TAI Sisterhood? 
Not yet? No worries! A reminder letter is going out in late 
January, so make sure to check your mail. We’d love to 
have you join our group.  
   In December we participated in the Lexington Jewish 
community’s first Hanukkah Market, held at Rock House 
Brewing. It was amazing to see so many members people 

come together. Sisterhood was well represented with our 
gift shop selling lots of Hanukkah goodies. A small group 
of ladies also gathered for our first annual Sweet Swap, 
which included tasty treats and great conversation. 
   Our annual Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Wirtschafter 
will be at noon Wednesday, Jan. 24. It will the first one in
-person Lunch and Learn in the Covid era. The cost is $5 
per person with lunch provided. 
   Looking ahead, we will be going out for dinner on 
Wednesday, Jan. 31; making blankets on Sunday, Feb. 18; 
taking a trip to Centered and the Lexington Salt Cave in 
February; and planning an afternoon of fun and games on 
Sunday, March 10. Look for more emails in upcoming 
communications. 
   If you are interested in becoming involved with 
Sisterhood, don’t hesitate to contact me at 
taisisterhoodpresident@gmail.com.  

FROM  
SISTERHOOD 
 
Elissa Weinstein, 
President 

  

New members  
Abigail Miller and Gabriel  
Robitaille 
374 Stratford Dr., 40503 
Abby: (859) 559-3104, 
abjmiller18@gmail.com 
Gabe: (570) 294-5523, 
guitargabe@protonmail.com 
 
Alexandra Mannerings  
500 Chatham Rd.,  
Harrodsburg, KY 40330 
aokm@merakinos.com 
(720) 499-7796 
 

Phone numbers  
Leonard and Judy Boral  
Landline no longer in service 
Len cell: (859) 779-5842 
Judy cell (859) 779-4747 
 
Cynthia Beeman and Dennis Lynn 
Landline no longer in service 
Cynthia cell: (859) 321-1484 
 
Andrea Newman 
(765) 404-2875 
 
Peggy Leep 
(859) 608-9486     

BAR MITZVAH 
 

Brad and Jamie Fine invite you to share  
in their great happiness as their son 

 

MASON STRAUSS FINE 
is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

 

10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024 
at Temple Adath Israel, 124 N. Ashland Ave. 

There will be a kiddush luncheon  
immediately after the morning service. 

 

Mason also will participate in the Shabbat  
evening service at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 19. 

Directory  updates 

   Cindy Ellsworth welcomed 
her second grandchild, Kate 
Liora Ellsworth, on Dec. 12. 
Kate’s  
parents are 
Justin and 
Rebekah 
Ellsworth. 
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MLK Freedom March
1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 15 at 
Central Bank Center (note 
time change from previous 
years). Gather at the Jewish 
community banner.

One Book, One Lexington
1:30 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, at 
Temple Adath Israel. In 
partnership with Hadassah. 
Discussion with UK history 

professor Jeremy Popkin, author 
of  “Zelda Popkin: The Life and 
Times of an American Jewish 
Woman Writer.”  by her son, 
UK professor Jeremy Popkin.  
Registration required at Bit.ly/
onebook2024.

Assistance requests  
If you or someone you know 

needs help with housing, 
utilities, grocery shopping or 

other situations, contact Paula 
Mertens, Jewish Family 
Services director, at (859) 
269-8244 or jfs@jewish
lexington.org. 

Emails and e-news
  If you are not receiving our 
weekly Shabbat or “Beyond the 
Bluegrass” emails, get on the 
list by contacting daniel@
jewishlexington.org.

News
From

Holocaust Remembrance Day 
Bus Trip to Cincinnati 

9 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 28
50 per person; includes kosher lunch

Registration required by Jan. 22 at Bit.ly/cincytrip
More information: joy@jewishlexington.org
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WORSHIP, STUDY SCHEDULE

JJan.. 122 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Jan.. 133 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Vaera — Exodus 6:2-9:35

Jan.. 199 
Family Shabbat 7 p.m.

Jan.. 200 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
No Torah Study
Mason Fine Bar Mitzvah 10:30 a.m.

Jan.. 266 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Jan.. 277 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Beshalach — Exodus 13:17-17:16

Feb.. 22 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Feb.. 33 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Yitro — Exodus 18:1-20:23

Feb.. 99 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Feb.. 100 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Mishpa m — Exodus 21:1-24:18

Feb.. 166 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Feb.. 177 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Terumah — Exodus 25:1-27:19
 
Feb.. 233 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Feb.. 244 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Tetzaveh — Exodus 27:20-30:10

Marchh 11 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

Marchh 22 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Ki Tisa — Exodus 30:11-34:35

Study groups meet in person with a Zoom option.  

KOLLEL STUDY GROUP 
Kollel meets at 9 a.m. Saturdays, alterna ng 
with Jewish Texts. The group explores 
cultural, ethical and 
historical aspects of our 
4,000-year tradition. The 
emphasis is on dialogue 
and exploration. You may 
join the group any time.

JEWISH TEXTS STUDY
We will discuss selected readings in rabbinic 
literature at 9 a.m. Saturdays, alternating 
with Kollel Study 
Group. The 
discussion is always 
lively and 
informative, and you 
may join any time. 

PARSHA
Join us each Saturday morning at 11 as we take a look at the Torah 
portion for the week. Sessions are not held when there is a bar or bat mitzvah service. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Execu ve Commi ee 
Thursday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 14, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Directors 
Tuesday, Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19, 6:30 p.m.

TAI MISSION STATEMENT
Temple Adath Israel is a Reform Jewish congregation linked to a tradition of welcoming 

those searching for a community committed to honoring the dignity we all share as children 
of the one God by embracing these enduring Jewish values: AVODAH (Worship); 

TALMUD TORAH (Torah Study); TZEDEK (Social Justice); and KEHILAH (Community).
Our mission is to inspire our congregants’ Jewish engagement and to ensure a vibrant Jewish present 

and future by nurturing the many generations of our community. We share a commitment to the Reform 
Jewish foundational beliefs of furthering individual and communal spiritual growth, while recognizing a 

range of personal philosophies, practices and needs. We are the community center through which our 
families can celebrate faith, justice, and the blessings of family lives present and future. 
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Jan. 19 
Ada Mae Ely  
   Anderson 
Harriet Baker 
Jeffrey Ballon 
Sidney Ross Bazell 
J. Frank Belin 
Samson Biederman 
Leon Block 
Saul Burg 
Elizabeth “Be y”  
   Cloud 
Marcus Engelberg 
Norman S. Gordon 
Charlo e Kant 
James Levenson Sr. 
Maurice B.  
   Loevenhart 
Nancy Shraberg Marx 
Rose Markovitz 
Frederick A. Meyer 
Leo Michaels 
I. Jay Miller Jr. 
Morgan Frumberg  
   Miller 
Joe Nisman 
Richard Glen Reiss 
Robert M. Rosenstein 
Peter Schogol 
Jack Shapero 
David Shraberg 
Isabel Siegel 
Nane e Wile Strauss 
Lowell Sugarman 
Sam Weliky 
Philipp Wurmser 
 
Jan. 26 
Abou-Jaoude Amine 
Celia F. Abraham 
Alan Arnson 
Marcia Bograd 
Maxwell Cerel 
Ma hew Cohen 
Nusek Dekhtyar 
Peggy Fain 
Jeane e Gordon 
Mark Halleck 
Ellio  Joffe 
Jason K. Johnson 

Hazel J. “Nicki”  
 Kaplan 
Susan Kelly Knoll 
Rose Lampel Krinsky 
Ann R. Levenson 
Rose B. Levy 
Jennie Meyer 
Yolanda Font  
   Musgrave 
Bertha Pessin 
Morton R. Sare  
Larry Scher 
Bess Shraberg 
Gerald W. Smith 
Harold Hyman Sogin 
Fanny B. Winters 
Miriam Zuckerman 
 
Feb. 2 
Abraham Blucher 
Clara Blucher 
Frances Bramlage 
Solomon Cantor 
Sam Feller 
Howard Flomenho  
Dora Levy Freund 
Kenneth N. Freedman 
Howard Allen Gerson 
Carl Goldschmidt 
Ha e Gordon 
Henrie a Rubel  
   Harrison 
Meyer Max Harrison 
Corrine Higdon 
Robert Joffe 
Bert Klein 
Charles Upton Lowe 
Alan Lubin 
Ruth Mandel 
Lore Pappas 
Ethyl Paritz 
Irven David Sachs 
Freda Schumard 
George Shipman 
Marty Solomon 
Ella Jean Taulbee 
Morris Waisblum 
Rosa Salmon Weil 
Aaron Weinberg 
Florence Zusman 

Feb. 9 
Benjamin Barath 
Rebecca Barath 
Florence C. Belin 
Charles Biederman 
Clemen ne Weil Bing 
Siegfried Bing 
Joseph Cherin 
Gussie Ehrlich 
Marie Elkouby 
Melvin Engel 
Joseph N. Frankel 
Jack Gellin 
Vladimir Goloborodko 
Lawrence Heller 
Robert Jacobson 
Anna Springer Jaffe 
Sarabell Kaufman 
Amy Kinne 
Lee R. Masover 
Lloyd Mayer 
Neoma Mellman 
Abe Rabiner 
Sam Rozen 
Mishel Rozenzhak 
Estelle Rabiner Sacks 
Elsie Salzman 
Philip Sobel 
Irene Starr 
Emanuel Suhl 
Walter Tro in 
Lena Weliky 
Joseph Wile Sr. 
 
Feb. 16 
Joe Bograd 
Dorothy Saloshin  
   Braun 
Stanley Efron 
Libby Fleishman 
Kenneth Hart 
Sidney Kanefsky 
Margaret Liautaud 
Waldo B. Newell Jr. 
Raymond Paluch 
Charles Parker 
Adele Po er 
Benjamin Roos 
Stephen J. “Skip”  
   Ross 

Thelma A. See 
Meyer Siegel 
Nell Stepman 
Leona Sugarman 
Carolyn Weinberger 
Evelyn R. Wides 
Reitza D. Wirtscha er 
 
Feb. 23 
Leon Amster 
Mary Bercovitch 
Hugo Bloomfield 
Rebecca T. Di y 
Helen Edelstein 
Julia Fink 
Alfred Shirley Gray 
Vernie Jane Hall 
Ruby Helfand 
Sam Herman 
Milton Heskel 
David Allen Jacobs 
Jerome Mitchell  
   Lederer 
Josephine Grauman  
   Marks 
Sydelle Meyers 
Harry B. Miller 
Amy Nixon 
Judy Ra ner 
Irving Rosenstein 
Rose Rubin 
Jeanne Schennberg 
Dr. Charles I. Schwartz 
Lena M. Skuller 
Rabbi Samuel  
   Thurman 

Mar n Weil 
Louise Wile 
 
March 1 
Louis Abrams 
Sarah Fox Ades 
Maurice M. Ballin 
Sadye M. Breck 
I. Davis 
Anita Di y 
Ora Slaughter Frankel 
Barbara “Bobbi”  
   Fried 
Pauline Goldenberg 
Esther Hornstein 
Peter W. Josten 
Stanley Katz 
Hilda Kerber 
Annie H. Kreger 
Jack Landesberg 
Avraham Lazurik 
Henry Loevenhart 
Melvin Machesney 
Ethel Medsker 
Shirley Ades Pla  
Phyllis Scher 
Esther Schwartz 
Elaine Roni Sippy 
Jonathan William  
   Snyder 
Corinne Strauss  
   Stern 
Larry Steur 
Milton Victor 
James D. Weil 
Howard Weiss 

In Memoriam … 
 

Edgar Carter Rust II, father of Marion Rust 
(Lou Bograd), grandfather of Max and Sadie 
Bograd 
 
David Ben Yitzchak V'Rut, uncle of Rabbi  
David Wirtsha er (Shana Sippy), great-uncle 
of Zachariah and Emanuelle Sippy 
 
 

 May their memories  
be for a blessing 

YAHRZEIT … These we remember ...  
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FLOWER FUND 
Stacy Bloomfield in memory of Dana Bloomfield 
Nick Fain and Debbie Masters in memory of Alice Yarus 
Ode e Kaplan in memory of Samuel Kaplan 
Ben Kaufmann and Janet Zusman in memory of  
Bert T. Combs and Sara Kaufmann 
Dan Liebman in memory of Ellen Liebman and  
Phyllis Liebman 
Marc Plavin and Toni Reiss in memory of Daniel Plavin  
and Dorothy Plavin 
Alan and Elissa Weinstein in memory of Marci Mainus,  
Harry Paskowitz, and David Forman 
 
END OF YEAR APPEAL 
Michael and Harriet Ades, Anne Banks, Jana and Roy Barbe, 
Leslie Blacksberg, Stacy Bloomfield, Len and Judy Boral,  
Joe and Yolanda Brill, Ann Buckholtz, Jacob and Lee Carr, 
Janet and Craig Chasen, Rick and Diana Clewe , Susan 
Cobin and Randall Roorda, Judy Cra , Michael and Pat 
Marx, Nick Fain and Debbie Masters, Lynn Furness, Meyer 
Goldberg, Estelle Hamburg, Paul Joseph, Alan and Eva 
Kaplan, Ode e Kaplan, Rabbi Bill and Ki Leffler, Jim and 
Rosemary Levenson, Jeff and Rhonda Miller, Peter and 
Deborah Nelson, Elaine and Brian Po s, Pamela Ross,  
Laura and Mark Schachman, Sco  and Beth Schumacher, 
Lou and Bobbi Shain, David and Pat Shraberg, Shana Sippy 
and Rabbi David Wirtscha er, David Wachtel 

GENERAL FUND 
Dianne Bazell and Larry Kant in celebra on of E a Pollan’s 
99th birthday and in memory of Lucy Booker 
Florence Colvin  in thanks for receiving the Temple Bulle n 
and for the Hanukkah celebra on 
Rabbi Bill Leffler in thanks for Uniongrams 
Todd Lemley in memory of Jerry and Rose Rita Wurmser 
Marc Plavin and Toni Reiss in apprecia on of Bruce and 
Mary Engel 
Stewart Home and School 
Eleanor Su er 
Mixon Ware in memory of friends  
 
L’CHAIM FUND 
Kim Colley 
 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Marc Barnhill, Paul Joseph, Art Wrobel 
 
TEMPLE BUILDING FUND 
Harold and Claire Weinberg in memory of Lauren and 
Douglas Weinberg 
 
SISTERHOOD YES FUND 
Connie and John Loventhal in gra tude for Uniongrams  
  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

   

The sabbath is so integral to human identity that God 
models its importance for humans days after creating them. 
“God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because 
on it God ceased from all the work of creation that God had 
done.” Shabbat is only one of the obligations that appear in 
the Ten Commandments, articulated first  
in Exodus and again in Deuteronomy. But Shabbat is 
unique in that it is something God not only preaches but 
practices. God cannot model honoring parents because God 
has none. God cannot model “you shall not steal” because 
God has no need of material possessions. God cannot 
model “you shall not bear false witness” because God 
cannot be put on trial. Shabbat is a mitzvah so  
important even God has to do it. 
   Modeling constructive behavior is not easy. It is far 
easier to talk a good game about patience, generosity, 
compassion and open-mindedness than it is to demonstrate 
these values by example. Yet when things  
are modeled consistently, we have the power to transform 
the culture of classrooms, boardrooms and staffrooms. The 
same is true of the sabbath. When we model its importance 

for one another, we provide a level of encouragement that 
words alone cannot convey. The more your friends believe 
that you are going to be at services, the more likely they are 
to attend, and vice versa. We know we will have succeeded 
in our goal when it is our mutual expectation to see one 
another at Temple. 
   This applies not only to services but to our Shabbat 
morning study sessions. The 9 a.m. conversations  
on a variety of topics and the 11 a.m. study of the week’s 
Torah portion rely on active participation. The more people 
in attendance, the richer the conversation.  
   Make this the year you attend more often, sign up to lead 
a session, and encourage your friends and family  
to do likewise. When people see that you value services 
and study sessions enough to make them a priority, it 
encourages them to keep coming and keep learning, too.  
   A culture of mutual reinforcement takes time to be  
self-sustaining. Changing behavior patterns is not easy. 
Nothing worth doing is. What I can promise you, however, 
is that if everyone commits to making this a personal 
priority, the energy level and sense of joy and fulfillment 
we experience when we are here will be deeply and widely 
felt. 
   Looking forward to seeing you on Shabbat! 

RABBI  
Continued from Page 1 
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BrBrian’sBrBririaianan’s
BLUEGRASS AUTOMOTIVE

BRIAN NIGOFF
Owner/Technician

Why bring your car to Brian’s?
•  22+ Years Automotive Experience
•  Quality, Efficient Service at a Reasonable Price
•  Exceptionally Convenient Location
•  Factory Recommended Service Performed
•  ASE Certified Master Technician

Call or Email today for an Appointment

(859) 252-7426
749 West Main Street  •  Lexington, KY 40508

(at the corner of Main and Newtown)

email: briansbgauto@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY EXPERTS SINCE 1922!

859.252.2216
232 E. MAIN ST. LEXINGTON, KY
WWW.BARNEYMILLERS.COM

T H E C O N F I D E N T C H O I C E .

This Space Available

This Space Available
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David Wirtschafter  Nick Fain    
 Rabbi    Executive Director   
 rabbiw@lextai.org     nick@lextai.org  
  
Rich Ornstein   Elissa Weinstein  
 President    Youth Education Director  
      
Mark Schachman  Nick Fain 
 Vice President   Brotherhood President 
    
Mary Engel  Elissa Weinstein  
 Treasurer    Sisterhood President 
 
Kristen Hoffman    
 Secretary     
    
Pat Shraberg   
 Immediate Past President      

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

ELECTED/APPOINTED  
Anne Banks 
Bob Belin 
Debra Booker 
Carly Conatser 
Scott Diamond 
Irene Kleiman 
Maggie Levine-Schuele 
Rhonda Miller 
Smith Schwartz 
 
 

EX OFFICIO  
Vacant (Brotherhood) 
Stacey Myers-Wilson (Endowment) 
Judi Gewirtzman (Sisterhood) 

TEMPLE FUNDS
Contributions may be made to any of the following funds. Acknowledgment will be made to the individual or family honored and will be 
listed in the Bulletin. Please check the fund of your choice. All donations not specifically directed to one of the funds listed below will be 
placed in the Temple Hineni: Here I Am Reserve Fund. 

Adolph A. & Celia F. Abraham Music Fund 
Anita & Harold Baker Music Trust Fund 
Bloomfield Family Fund 
Jayne Bolotin Memorial Fund 
Temple Building Fund  
TAI Brotherhood Fund 
Centennial Fund 
Enrichment Fund   
Gerson Family Fund 
Dr. Victoria Greenberg Rabbinical Intern Fund 
Hineni: Here I Am Reserve Fund 
Maurice, Evelyn and Barbara Hymson Education Fund 
Sheldon “Cokie” Hymson Fund 
Maurice Kaufmann Adult Education Fund 
Cindy Jennings Kline Memorial Fund 
L’Chaim Fund 
Marilyn & Arthur Lieber Board Leadership Fund 
Anita W. Mersack Woman of Valor Award Fund 
Mersack Scholarship Fund  
Robert S. Miller Fund 

 

Dr. Sherman E. & Fannie H. Miller Memorial Fund 
Music & Worship Program Fund 
Janice Newman Fund 
Outreach Program Fund 
Preschool Fund 
Rabbi’s Fund 
Religious School Program Fund 
Rose Family Fund 
Rosenstein Family Fund 
Betty Rosenthal Rabbinic Chair Fund 
Ricky Rozen Memorial Fund 
Larry and Robert Scher Memorial Fund 
Skuller-Cohen-Cerel Fund 
Marty Solomon Fund for Jewish Youth Experiences and General 

Fund Purposes 
David, Ruth & Al Sommer Fund 
Tikkun Olam Fund 
Uniongram/Sisterhood YES Fund 
Wurmser Family Fund  
Youth Education Fund 

Please accept my enclosed donation in the amount of $________________________ for the fund checked above. 

For the recovery of _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please notify family of/or ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address if not a Temple member__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor’s Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor’s Address  
If not a Temple member_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL 
124 N. ASHLAND AVENUE 
LEXINGTON, KY 40502-1595 
(859) 269-2979  


