
 

 

 
    March  2026                        Adar/Nisan 5786 

TAI BULLETIN 

The rabbi is on sabbaƟcal 
 

   Rabbi WirtschaŌer is on sabbaƟcal through March 26. 
If you need pastoral care during that Ɵme, call the 
temple office at (859) 269-2979. You will be connected 
with the resources that have been put in place in his 
absence. Rabbi WirtschaŌer also will be available via 
phone, email and Zoom if needed.  

 

TTAI 
  

Congregational  
Seder  

6 p.m. Thursday, April 2  

Details  
TBA   
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   There are two 
specific times in my 
life that I remember 
where I was and  
what I was doing  
at a certain hour of 
the day. Every four 
years, when the world 
watches the Winter 
Olympics, I find 
myself back on Friday 
evening, Feb. 22, 
1980, when Al 
Michaels uttered those 
famous five words: 
“Do you believe in 

miracles?” With the 2026 Winter Olympics behind us, I 
feel it appropriate to remind ourselves of their story and 
that of the resilience of the Jewish people. 
   The 1980 Winter Games produced one of the most iconic 
moments in sports history: the so-called “Miracle on Ice,” 
when the underdog U.S. men’s hockey team defeated the 
heavily favored Soviet Union. More than a hockey game, it 
became a symbol of resilience, unity and the power of 
belief in the face of overwhelming odds. In a very different 
arena, the Jewish people have demonstrated a similar 
pattern of perseverance across millennia. Their history  
is marked by repeated challenges – exile, persecution, 
displacement – but also by cultural endurance, renewal  
and an unwavering commitment to identity.  
    The Miracle on Ice was improbable by every measure. 
The Soviet team was a well-oiled machine: seasoned, 
disciplined and dominant. The American team, by contrast, 
consisted mostly of young amateurs, some barely out of 
college. Their victory was not the result of superior skill 
alone but of collective determination. When the Americans 
raised their hands in victory, it was not just a sports upset; 

it was a moment that captured the imagination of a nation 
searching for confidence during a period of economic and 
geopolitical anxiety. Success became a metaphor for the 
idea that determination and shared purpose can defy even 
the most daunting circumstances. 
   The history of the Jewish people reflects a much longer 
and deeper struggle, but the underlying theme of resilience 
is strikingly similar. Across thousands of years, Jewish 
communities have faced repeated attempts to suppress their 
culture, religion and existence. From ancient exiles to 
medieval expulsions to the horrors of the Holocaust and 
Oct. 7, the Jewish story is marked by adversity on a scale 
far beyond the realm of sport. The Jewish people not only 
survived these trials but sustained a rich cultural and 
religious tradition that continues to thrive.  
   The Miracle on Ice and the endurance of the Jewish 
people demonstrate how strength emerges from unity.  
The U.S. hockey team succeeded because its members 
embraced a collective identity that allowed them to 
transcend individual limitations. Jewish resilience, too, is 
grounded in a community of shared rituals, shared history 
and shared responsibility. In both cases, the group becomes 
stronger than the sum of its parts. 
   Both stories also remind us that miracles, whether on  
the ice or in history, are rarely sudden or magical. They  
are built through persistence, preparation and the refusal  
to surrender to hopelessness. The Miracle on Ice was the 
culmination of months of grueling work. Jewish survival  
is the product of centuries of cultural strength and moral 
determination. 
   The second day I remember vividly is Sunday Feb. 9, 
1964, the day before my fifth birthday. Being allowed  
to stay up late watching my family’s black and white TV, 
complete with rabbit ears, as an odd-looking man 
introduced to the world what started a forever 
transformation in music, culture and fashion by saying five 
different words: “Ladies and gentlemen … the Beatles.” 

Do you believe in miracles? Yeah, yeah, yeah 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT’S  
DESK 

Dr. Mark 
Schachman 
endoshack@ 
aol.com 
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      Shalom! As winter fades and the promise of spring  
lies ahead, we’ll be celebrating Purim, a holiday of joy, 
courage and community. Our Purim Carnival will be 
Sunday, March 8, and the entire day looks to be filled with 
laughter and colorful costumes, possibly including some 
superheroes. We will celebrate with games, mishloach 

manot and by making hamantaschen in our cooking 
enrichment classes. Like planting seeds in a garden, every 
act of kindness during this season helps our community 
grow stronger. 
   Due to the crazy winter weather, our second-grade’s 
Painting, Pizza and Parsley Party got bumped to March. 
They’ll enjoy some quality time together, eat pizza, plant 
parsley (a little Passover prep) and tap into their creative 
sides. 
   Family education mornings have been such a treat. Our 
middle schoolers have really enjoyed connecting with their 
parents and one another. It’s been great seeing the parents 
connect with one another, too. 
   As blossoms begin to appear this month and laughter 
fills our halls, may the return of spring bring renewal, 
courage and sweetness to all. Chag Sameach! 

FROM THE  
RELIGIOUS  
SCHOOL  
 
Elissa Weinstein, 
Director 
elissa@lextai.org 

  Shalom, Sisters! Our basket-making 
event was a heartwarming success. 
Together, the participants created many 
cozy blankets to share with those in need, 
each one made with care and compassion. 
   We hope you’ll join us at 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 15, for our annual Game 
Afternoon. Sisterhood will provide snacks 
and games. We can’t wait for an afternoon 
of laughter and friendly competition as we 
gather for cards, board games, food and 
conversation. 

   With spring just around the corner, that 
means Passover will be here before you 
know it.  Mary Engel is looking for some 
dedicated volunteers to help with our 
upcoming congregational Seder on 
Thursday, April 2. If you’re interested  
in volunteering, please email me at  
taisisterhoodpresident@gmail.com. 
   Whether it’s creating crafts, playing 
games or volunteering in our community, 
TAI Sisterhood is helping ensure a 
meaningful and welcoming place for all. 

FROM  
SISTERHOOD 
 
Elissa Weinstein, 
President 
taisisterhoodpresident@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   A beloved congregant teased me about my last (first!) 
bulletin article, which begged folks to come to services. 
And, indeed, I will again use this opportunity to beg you  
to come to services. 
   Last month, I noted all the reasons communal prayer  
and singing together bring us joy and peace. And, they do. I 
stand by each of them. 
   Here’s what we are doing to make that experience even 
more accessible and enjoyable for you:  
      1. Services, unless there’s a special guest or 
commemoration, should be no longer than an hour and 15 
minutes. 
      2. Song selections will combine Reform classics with 
easy-to-sing, repetitive tunes that often blend English and 
Hebrew, inviting everyone to bring their voices in beautiful 
harmony or scratchy atonal offerings. Our community 
needs all voices. 
      3. Special services “in the round” will gather us close to 
one another at the foot of the bimah. We’ll pass out 

readings, sing and pray, more like sitting around a campfire 
than at a lecture. Expect this arrangement March 13 and 20. 
      4. All services welcome all ages and all kinds of 
participation. 
   We know that new things take time to get used to and that 
change is difficult, even when it is wanted. It certainly is 
easier for me to stand behind a podium and sing what I 
know with the rest of you 30 feet away, quietly singing – or 
not singing – along. There are times when that is exactly 
the service we need. But not always. We must explore all 
forms of prayer to create a community experience that 
connects all of us to one another and to our shared faith.   
   So, let’s push aside our comfort and see what new magic 
we can make together.  
   Speaking of which, members of our larger Jewish 
community are taking up that challenge by participating  
in this year’s Purim spiel, written (mostly) by our own 
Randall Roorda. They are willing to put on feather boas  
and retell the story of Purim through corny jokes, funny 
rewrites of Broadway songs, and in the spirit of hope so 
necessary in our lives. Grab a drink, a nosh, and a grogger 
and enjoy the show; check out the details on Page 1. 
   Because of late January’s snowmaggedon, our music 
meditation about the power of Mi Chamocha had to be 
rescheduled. At 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 10, join me as we 
dig into that text, share stories and sing on the metaphorical 
shores of the sea. I’ll bring the snacks; you bring stories 
about when you had to close your eyes and dive into the 
unknown. 

 

MUSIC NOTES  
 

Lauren Hill, 
Music Coordinator 
lhill4646@gmail.com 



Page 4 

 

Volume 93, Issue 4 

 
 
 
 
 

JCC Without Walls:  
Pickup Basketball 

7 p.m. Tuesday, March 10 and 
24. Lexington Ice Center, 560 
Eureka Springs Dr. For all ages 
and skills. $5 suggested 
donation to cover facility costs 
and insurance. For more 
information and to RSVP, 
contact Joseph at joseph@ 
jewishlexington.org. 
 

Pickleball 
2-4 p.m. March 8 and 22 
(alternate Sundays through April 
26) at PklLex, 223 Owens St. 

JFB has reserved courts for our 
community members at special 
introductory rate of $10 per 
person. Registration and 
payment required in advance at  
bit.ly/JFBpickleball. 
 
Jewish Senior Support Group  
11 a.m. Wednesday, March 18, 
at JFB offices at TAI. Jewish 
Family Services, in partnership 
with TAI and OZS, offers a 
senior support group that is a 
safe place to share experiences, 
concerns and needs related to 
aging. Led by Paula Mertens, 
director of JFS. For more 
information, contact Paula 
confidentially at (859) 269-8244 
or email her at jfs@ 
jewishlexington.org. 

 
Maggid: Jewish Storytelling 

March event canceled. Will 
resume in April. 

News From 
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MMarchh 6 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

MMarchh 77 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Ki Tisa: Exodus 30:11-34:35

MMarchh 133 
Shabbat in the Round 7 p.m.

MMarchh 144 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Vayak’heil—P’kudei: 
Exodus 35:1-40:30

MMarchh 200 
Shabbat in the Round 7 p.m.

MMarchh 211 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Vayikra: LeviƟcus 1:1-5:26

MMarchh 277 
Alt Shabbat 7 p.m.

MMarchh 288 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Tzav: LeviƟcus 6:1– 8:36

AAprill 33 
Shabbat 7 p.m.

AAprill 44 
Jewish Texts/Kollel  9 a.m.
Parsha 11 a.m.
Chol HaMo-eid Pesach:
Exodus 33:12-34:26

KOLLEL STUDY GROUP 
Kollel meets at 9 a.m. Saturdays, 
alternaƟng with Jewish Texts. The 
group explores cultural, 
ethical and historical 
aspects of our 4,000-
year tradition. The 
emphasis is on dialogue 
and exploration. You may join the 
group any time.

JEWISH TEXTS STUDY
We will discuss selected readings in 
rabbinic literature
at 9 a.m. 
Saturdays, 
alternating with 
Kollel Study Group. 
The discussion is 
always lively and informative, and you 
may join any time. 

PARSHA
Join us each Saturday morning at 11 as we take a look at the Torah portion for 
the week. Sessions are not held when there is a bar or bat mitzvah service. 

TAI MISSION STATEMENT

Temple Adath Israel is a Reform Jewish congregation linked to a tradition 
of welcoming those searching for a community committed to honoring 

the dignity we all share as children of the one God by embracing these enduring 
Jewish values: AVODAH (Worship); TALMUD TORAH (Torah Study); TZEDEK

(Social Justice); and KEHILAH (Community). Our mission is to inspire our 
congregants’ Jewish engagement and to ensure a vibrant Jewish present and future 

by nurturing the many generations of our community. We share a commitment 
to the Reform Jewish foundational beliefs of furthering individual and communal 

spiritual growth, while recognizing a range of personal philosophies, practices 
and needs. We are the community center through which our families can celebrate 

faith, justice, and the blessings of family lives present and future. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS
ExecuƟve CommiƩee 
Thursday, March 12, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 16, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.

Board of Directors 
Tuesday, March 17, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 19, 6:30 p.m.

WORSHIP, STUDY SCHEDULE
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March 6  
Sarah Fox Ades 
Julia Bloom 
Isaac Capilouto 
Doris Chaples 
Harold Chaples 
Irene Chasen 
Louis Chasen 
I. Davis 
Dr. Maurice S. 
   Davis 
Lewis Epstein 
Steve Fleckman 
Irving Fleet 
Carol FlomenhoŌ 
Ora Slaughter  
   Frankel 
Emma B.  
   Goldman 
MarƟn  
   Goldschmidt 
Reginald Ernest  
   Haskell 
Sam Herman 
Hyman S.  
   Hymson 
Maude S.  
   Jacobson 
Robert Adam  
   Katz 
Stanley Katz 
Harry Kessler 
Dora (Doris) 
    Krekun 
Jack Landesberg 
Ethel Medsker 
Beatrice Milner 
Norman PoƩer 
Morris RaƩner 
Herbert P. SareƩ 
Jeanne  
   Schennberg 
Robert Silverman 
Jonathan William  
   Snyder 
 

Larry Steur 
Belle Weill Weil 
HenrieƩa  
   “Henny” Witzer 
 
MMarch 13 
May Abraham 
Burnis Akers 
Morris J. Baker 
D. Kay Clawson 
Sylvia Skuller  
   Cohen 
Frieda Y.  
   Goldman 
Regina Hustedde 
Peter W. Josten 
Avraham Lazurik 
Joseph Lester  
   Levens 
Ruth Magen 
HenrieƩa  
   (JeƩchen) Marx 
Betsy Matek 
Emanuel Meyers 
Anita Morris 
Jack Neufeld 
Ralph Petrone 
Shirley Ades  
   PlaƩ 
Roland Rabe 
Stanton Schuman 
Esther Schwartz 
Pauline ScoƩ 
Sidney Shain 
Edward Shuster 
Dorothy D. SƟth 
James M. Strauss 
Milton Victor 
Janice M. Weil 
Douglas  
   Weinberg 
Howard Weiss 
Dr. Abraham  
   Wikler 
Rose Wolfson 
 

MMarch 20 
Norman Bernard  
   Banks 
Ed Beeman 
Sophie  
   Bloomfield 
Harold Boian 
Darwin James  
   Braun 
Charles Cool 
Rabbi Chester  
   Diamond 
Stephen  
   Edelstein 
Louis Engel 
Zelma Fleischman 
John Frank 
Lillian Frumberg 
Phillip Gall 
Sidney Gall 
Michael Ralph  
   Gross 
Leslie GuƩman 
Dora Heller 
Kate Hymson 
Lea Kaplan 
Nathan Kaplan 
Mark Kaufman 
Adolf Kerber 
Freda Kornreich 
Adolph  
   Leichtman 
Moses Moses 
William Moses 
Morton Norris 
Ephim Nudel 

Isadore H. Pollack 
Ruth L. Robinson 
Stanley Scher 
Gerald Schumer 
Nell S. Straus 
Robert Arnold  
   Strauss 
Nathan Waldman 
MaƟlda Weil 
 
MMarch 27 
Rose Newhoff 
   Bloomfield 
Arlene Cobin 
Dorothy Doran 
Dr. Charles F.  
   Elton Jr. 
Norman Gaddie 
Gitel Grobstein 
Delbert F. Haynes 
Nancy L. Helms 
Lawrence Hymes 
Henry Jacobsen 
Harry Klein 
Cindy Jennings  
   Kline 
N.O. McDowell Jr. 
Harry Mertens 
Bernard H. Miller 
Sandi Schermer 
Naomi  
   SchoƩenstein 
Pavel SheŌel 
Corinne Wachtel 
Sidney Wachtel 
Betsy Wides 

Maree M.  
   Winters 
Sol Wurmser 
Ben Abraham  
   Zuckerman 
 
AApril 3 
Hennie Abel 
Leo Aberson 
Jacob Abraham 
Jay Abraham 
Millie M.  
   Abramson 
Michael Adelstein 
Lillie Bederman 
Esther Cohen 
Mildred Cool 
Erich Fischer 
Virginia Floyd 
Milton Gellin 
Jean Goldschmidt 
Leon J. Henry 
Robert Katz 
Edward Kessler 
Maria Lohmeyer 
Pearl Ann  
   Lowenthal 
Jacob Mandel 
Joseph E. Marks 
Ord Matek 
Leonore S. Mayer 
Gertrude Meyers 
Hans Julius  
   Sander 
Rita Sander 
Jay David Weil 

In Memoriam … 
JoAnn Miller, mother of Connie Miller Cravens (Lynn) and Barney 
Miller (Renee); grandmother of Morgan, Brent and Bryce Miller 
 

Patricia Gilbert, mother of Mandy Schramm 
 

Norman Brand, brother-in-law of AusƟn and Susan Cantor 
 

  May their memories be for a blessing 

YAHRZEIT … These we remember ...  
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CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

FLOWER FUND  
Carly and Trey Conatser in memory of  Rose Sachs 
RRobin  and Steven Gall in memory of Elizabeth “BeƩy” 
Cloud  
Elizabeth Hurst in memory of Bess Shraberg 
DDan Liebman in memory of Susan Kelly Knoll 
SSarah Lowe in memory of Charles Upton Lowe 
DDebbie Masters and Nick Fain in memory of  
Robert Joffe 
EElaine and Brian PoƩs in memory of Lee R. Masover 
SScoƩ and Beth Schumacher in memory of  
Neoma Mellman 
LLou and Bobbi Shain in memory of Frederick Meyer 
and Jennie Meyer 
RRebecca and Joe Young in memory of Carolyn  
Weinberger 
JJanet Zusman and Ben Kaufmann in memory  
of Florence Zusman 
  
GENERAL FUND  
In memory of JoAnn Miller:  
Shirley and Jared Bryan, Sandy and Tom Deters,   
Carie and Kate Gabriel, Cathryn Gibson, Debra Green, 
WW. Burroughs Holton, Shae Hopkins, Betsey Karns,  
BBen Kaufmann and Janet Zusman, Susan King and 
neighbors at the Wellington Arms, James and Nancy 
LLewis, Elissa MacDonald, Christopher Perkins and  
tthe staff at Barney Miller’ss, Leon and Linda Ravvin, 
Smith Schwartz, Debbie Winn  

DR. VICTORIA GREENBERG RABBINICAL INTERN FUND  
Richard Greenberg  
 
LL’CCHAIM FUND 
Harold and Marianne Sherman in memory of  
Joann Miller 
  
SHERMAN E. AND FANNIE H. MILLER FUND  
Samye and Darryl SƟth in memory of Bev BiƩer,  
Haƫe Gordon, Stan Gordon, Bernice Herman,  
Nathan Herman, I.A. (Jack) Miller, Dorothy SƟth,  
Irvin Young and Morris Waisblum 
  
RABBI’’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  
Connie Miller Cravens  
David and Pat Shraberg in memory of JoAnn Miller  
 
SSOCIAL ACTION FUND 
In honor of Rabbi WirtschaŌer’s birthday: 
PPaul Joseph, Jennifer Lewin 
  
TURNOV RESTORATION FUND  
Anne Banks, Cynthia Beeman and Dennis Lynn,   
Judy and Len Boral, Leah Bourne, Joe and Yolie Brill, 
DDiana and Rick CleweƩ, Joy Fisher, Brent Haskell and 
Val Nicholson, Amy Gewirtz, Paul Joseph,   
Alexandra Mannerings, John and Jean Rosenberg  
 

Mark your calendars  
and watch your emails  

to learn more about  
the return of our  

Jewish Food FesƟval  
and how you can help  

make it happen. 
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This Space Available

Brian’s
BLUEGRASS AUTOMOTIVE

BRIAN NIGOFF
Owner/Technician

Why bring your car to Brian’s?
•  22+ Years Automotive Experience
•  Quality, Efficient Service at a Reasonable Price
•  Exceptionally Convenient Location
•  Factory Recommended Service Performed
•  ASE Certified Master Technician

Call or Email today for an Appointment

(859) 252-7426
749 West Main Street  •  Lexington, KY 40508

(at the corner of Main and Newtown)

email: briansbgauto@gmail.com

TECHNOLOGY EXPERTS SINCE 1922!

859.252.2216
232 E. MAIN ST. LEXINGTON, KY
WWW.BARNEYMILLERS.COM

T H E C O N F I D E N T C H O I C E .

This Space Available
VEGAN MEDITERRANEAN POP-UP 

Falafel, hummus, latkes and more 
OPERATED BY JACOB AND LEE CARR

Follow on Instagram (@yalla_yall_) and Facebook
Yallayallfalafel@gmail.com 

SPREAD HUMMUS, NOT HATE!
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David Wirtschafter  Nick Fain    
 Rabbi    Executive Director   
 rabbiw@lextai.org     nick@lextai.org  
  
Mark Schachman   Elissa Weinstein  
 President    Youth Education Director  
      
Maggie Levine-Schuele Nick Fain 
 Vice President   Brotherhood President 
    
Mary Engel  Elissa Weinstein  
 Treasurer    Sisterhood President 
 
Kristen Hoffman    
 Secretary     
    
Rich Ornstein   
 Immediate Past President      

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

ELECTED/APPOINTED  
Anne Banks 
Debra Booker 
Jacob Carr 
Carlos Felix 
David Kaufman 
Jeff Newman 
Smith Schwartz 
Jane Shropshire 
David Silver 
 
 

EX OFFICIO  
Stacey Myers-Wilson (Endowment) 
Dan Schuman (Brotherhood) 
Danielle Harlan (Sisterhood) 

TEMPLE FUNDS
Contributions may be made to any of the following funds. Acknowledgment will be made to the individual or family honored and will be 
listed in the Bulletin. Please check the fund of your choice. All donations not specifically directed to one of the funds listed below 
will be placed in the Temple Hineni: Here I Am Reserve Fund. 

Adolph A. & Celia F. Abraham Music Fund 
Anita & Harold Baker Music Trust Fund 
Belin Family Youth Endowed Enrichment Fund 
Bloomfield Family Fund 
Jayne Bolotin Memorial Fund 
Temple Building Fund  
TAI Brotherhood Fund 
Centennial Fund 
Enrichment Fund   
Gerson Family Fund 
Dr. Victoria Greenberg Rabbinical Intern Fund 
Hineni: Here I Am Reserve Fund 
Maurice, Evelyn and Barbara Hymson Education Fund 
Sheldon “Cokie” Hymson Fund 
Maurice Kaufmann Adult Education Fund 
Cindy Jennings Kline Memorial Fund 
L’Chaim Fund 
Marilyn & Arthur Lieber Board Leadership Fund 
Anita W. Mersack Woman of Valor Award Fund 
Mersack Scholarship Fund  
Robert S. Miller Fund 

 

Dr. Sherman E. & Fannie H. Miller Memorial Fund 
Music & Worship Program Fund 
Janice Newman Fund 
Outreach Program Fund 
Preschool Fund 
Rabbi’s Fund 
Religious School Program Fund 
Rose Family Fund 
Rosenstein Family Fund 
Betty Rosenthal Rabbinic Chair Fund 
Ricky Rozen Memorial Fund 
Larry and Robert Scher Memorial Fund 
Skuller-Cohen-Cerel Fund 
Marty Solomon Fund for Jewish Youth Experiences  

       and General Fund Purposes 
David, Ruth & Al Sommer Fund 
Tikkun Olam Fund 
Uniongram/Sisterhood YES Fund 
Lauren and Douglas Weinberg Temple Adath Israel Fund 
Wurmser Family Fund  
Youth Education Fund 

Please accept my enclosed donation in the amount of $________________________ for the fund checked above. 

For the recovery of _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In honor of ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In memory of  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please notify family of/or ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address if not a Temple member__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor’s Name________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Donor’s Address  
If not a Temple member_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TEMPLE ADATH ISRAEL 
124 N. ASHLAND AVENUE 
LEXINGTON, KY 40502-1595 
(859) 269-2979  


